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Mike’s Minute

IS THE LORD YOUR SHEPHERD?
This Summer in worship we have be studying the Book Of Psalms from the Old Testament. I have
enjoyed bringing this very vivid and emotional part of God’s Word to light, and sharing its joys with
you. I’ve gotten lots of positive feedback about these messages, and am glad many are finding
these sermons helpful! This book of poems is a great place to see how people related to God in
the high and low points of life.

The Lord is
my shepherd; I shall
not want.
2

He makes me lie

down in reen pastures.
In August we will hit one of the most famous of all passages from the Bible, Psalm 23. “The Lord is
my shepherd,” King David proclaims, and celebrates God’s care outdoors and indoors alike. Yahweh, the Lord, the Creator God of Israel and all the nations, reaches down to each of us with specific acts of guidance and care. He leads us to the blessed places of life, like green pastures and
the still waters of deep streams. He also walks with us through the trials of life, even the valley of
the shadow of death, where His tools protect us like the shepherd’s rod and staff. If we have this
kind of divine protection and care, what more could we want?
Yet this has to be a mutually agreed upon relationship for it to work in our lives. Every human being eventually has to address the eternal question, “Is the Lord MY Shepherd?” God guarantees
His side of the relationship – love, care, protection, and salvation. Are we willing to give our side of
the relationship – followership, obedience, faith, and devotion?
For Christians, the question becomes even more focused. “Is Jesus, the Good Shepherd, My
Lord and King?” If I make the claim of allegiance to Him, is it evident in my daily life and weekly
routine?

He leads me beside
still waters.
3

He restores my

soul. He leads me
in paths of righteousness for his name's
sake.
4 Even though I walk
through the valley
of the shadow of

Now a lot of people love the benefits of the Christian life, but they aren’t always as eager to step up
and keep their end of the agreement. “I’ll take all the love and forgiveness I can get, but don’t ask
me to do anything challenging, inconvenient, uncomfortable, or out of synch with all my worldly
friends,” they seem to be saying.

death, I will fear no

Well that is not Christian faith.
Christian faith says, “Jesus
has redeemed me when I didn’t deserve it. I will devote my
life and days to walking in the
ways of Jesus and promoting
His love in the world as He
equips me.” The person who
says that truly has Jesus as
their Lord and Shepherd!

me.

evil, for you are with
me; your rod and your
staff, they comfort

5 You prepare a table
before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head
with oil;

Let’s put it another way. If
Jesus showed up on your
doorstep and asked you to
sign an agreement for Him to
be your Lord and Shepherd,
what would that agreement
look like? And would you sign it? Here’s an example of a “Shepherding Contract” might look like.
Does this describe your relationship with Him?
We’ll discuss this and more each week in worship, Sunday School,
and more! Have a great August and I’ll look for you each week!

Mike

my cup overflows.
6 Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me
all the days of my
life,
and I shall dwell in the
house of the Lord
forever.

Psalm 23:1-6

THE FLAT BRANCH YOUTH FELLOWSHIP WANTS YOU!
Youth Fellowship Is Back To Normal Schedule On Sundays From 5:30 To 7:30 PM. All Area Teens Are Invited!
Bring Your Friends And Neighbors! All Rising 6th Graders Are Invited To Jump In Too!
Don’t forget Sunday School on Sunday mornings at 10 :00 AM
Here are some pictures of our July adventures!

17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly
lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.
James 1:17

Happy Birthday
Sean Capan— 8/1
Apple McArtan—8/3

Happy Anniversary
Lacy & A nn Taylor—8/ 4
Robert & Janice Taylor—8/ 19

Cortnie Green—8/8
Roberta Keithley—8/12
Pam Reed—8/16
Kim Leach—8/20
Raelynn Rice—8/21
Shelia Gifford—8/24

Memorials
Bryant Buchanan

Alvin & Charlotte McArtan

Kim Lee—8/24
Lisa Bass—8/27
Margaret Thompson—8/27
Logan Hadding –8/28
Brooklyn MacKenzie—8/28
Caroline MacKenzie—8/30
Robert Taylor—8/31

Father, as our children walk
through their days, I pray You
would give them clear direction
in doing Your will, so they may
remain within Your protection.
Give them wisdom to know

Harnett County School’s will
reconvene on Monday, August 26th.

when to shy away from potential harm, both physically and
spiritually. Then help them

Please be in prayer for Students,

courageously walk away from

Faculty and Staff that they have a

it. May the blood of Jesus

safe and prosperous year.

ash over each of our children,
covering them as they walk

Join us
for our annual
ICE CREAM SOCIAL
August 18th
@ 4 pm.

We will also be celebrating
the
90th Birthday of
Margaret Thompson.
Please come and help us
Celebrate her special
day!

The Presbyterian Wo men are spo nso ring a trip to
the
No rthwoo d T emple Dinner T heater
o n September 2 1 st.
Only 1 5 tickets are available o n a
f irst co me f irst serve basis.
Tickets are $ 2 5 . 0 0 each.
This trip is no t limited to o nly the Presbyterian
Wo men.
Sign- up deadline is August 2 5 th.
Co ntact Mary L asater to sign up.
The Sho w is titled:
“ Here Co mes T he Grudge – what do yo u do when
a lo ng f o rgo tten Grudge suddenly gets yo ur go at
all o ver again? ”

Flat Branch Plans To Support
The Fayetteville Even On On
October 1st In Festival Park
At 7:00 PM. Put It On Your
Calendar Now! Keep the
other events in your prayers!

Tour Dates

Fayetteville
October 1
7 p.m.
Festival Park
Greenville
October 2
7 p.m.
Pitt County American Legion Agricultural Fairgrounds
Wilmington
October 5
4 p.m.
Legion Stadium
Raleigh
October 6
4 p.m.
Coastal Credit Union Music Park at Walnut Creek
Greensboro
October 9
7 p.m.
White Oak Amphitheater at the Greensboro Coliseum Complex
Hickory
October 10
7 p.m.
L.P. Frans Stadium
Charlotte
October 12
4 p.m.
PNC Music Pavillion
Asheville
October 13
4 p.m.
US Cellular Center Asheville

Senior Version of
Jesus Loves Me

Though my steps are oh, so slow,
With my hand in His I’ll go
On through life, let come what may,

Jesus loves me this I know.

He’ll be there to lead the way.

For the Bible tells me so.

(CHORUS)

Little ones to Him belong,
We are weak but He is strong……

When the nights are dark and long,

YES, JESUS LOVES ME.. YES, JESUS LOVES ME..

In my heart He puts a song..

YES, JESUS LOVES ME, FOR THE BIBLE TELLS ME Telling me in words so clear,
SO!
:Have no fear, for I am near.”
Jesus loves me, this I know,
Though my hair is white as snow
Though my sight is growing dim,
Still He bids me trust in Him.

When my work on earth is done,
And life’s victories have been won.
He will rake me home above,
Then I’ll understand His love.
(CHORUS)

JOY CLUB CHILDREN’S
MINISTRY WILL MEET
AS SUMMER
SCHEDULES ALLOW
FAMILY FUN DAY WILL
BE SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 14TH 11:00
AM - 2:00 PM. PUT IT
ON YOUR CALENDAR
NOW!

