FLAT BRANCH NEWSLETTER
Flat Branch Covenant Presbyterian Church 130 Darroch Road, Bunnlevel, NC 28323

October 2019

Mike’s Minute

JOIN US FOR OUR WONDERFUL OCTOBER
CELEBRATIONS!
October is starting off with intense heat outside the church, but we are all eager for some wonderful
Fall days and times to celebrate God’s peace and presence and the joys of His love together. October is a busy month for celebrations large and small. These events are great outreach activities
to invite friends and neighbors to. Here are the main ones we have happening. Of course don’t
forget weekly Sunday School at 10:00 AM and worship at 11:00 AM. Those are the foundation that
give us the reason for our faith and love for God!
HOMECOMING SUNDAY OCTOBER 13TH
On October 13th we will celebrate the 146th anniversary of the founding of Flat Branch, and we invite and welcome all family members, former members, and local guests to join all our regular members
in giving thanks to God for many great years of ministry at the church. The worship service is always a
great time to reflect on where God has brought the
church from, as well as rejoice in where it is going in
its service to Christ’s kingdom. We follow worship
with a huge covered-dish luncheon in the Fellowship
Hall as we renew old friendships, share family memories, and build new connections as we give thanks to
God for all we have.
YOUTH HALLOWEEN LOCK-IN FRIDAY OCTOBER 18TH
One of our biggest outreach events every year is age-specific and is aimed at our Middle School
and High School Youth. They come out full of energy for an all-night festival of games, music, food,
friendship, Bible lessons, bonfires, movies, monster make-up, and more. We start Friday night and
go until 9:00 AM Saturday morning. Any brave adults who would like to help are not prone to PTSD
are welcome to help out! If you’re not up for that, make sure the teenagers in your family and
neighborhood join us for all the fun and group-building times.
FALL FESTIVAL AND TRUNK-OR-TREAT IS SUNDAY OCTOBER 27TH
The whole community comes out in droves for this huge event as we give kids and families in our
area a safe place to have some Halloween fun and load up on candy and other goodies together.
This is an evening version of Family Fun Day where we have
games, fire trucks, hayrides, grilled hamburgers and hot dogs,
and more. The highlight are all the cars that are decorated for
the season that line up in our field and pass out candy to all
the kids who come by. If you’ve never decorated a car or truck
before, jump in this year! Please keep the décor reasonable
for young kids, and nothing too scary.
(Continued on next page)

“You are the
light of the
world. A city set
on a hill cannot
be hidden. 15 Nor do
people light a
lamp and put it
under a basket,
but on a stand,
and it gives
light to all in
the house. 16 In
the same way,
let your light
shine before
others,
so that they
may see your
good works
and give glory
to your Father
who is in heaven.
Matthew 5:14-16

We have lots of other events going on for the month as well. Our new Mama Bear Apologetics group for
young families is going strong on Tuesday nights, our Youth on Sunday afternoons, and the Joy Club
Children’s Ministry continues on Wednesdays. Presbyterian Pilgrimage will be October 31 – November 2
at Camp Dixie just south of Fayetteville if you want a real boost in your spiritual life. The Women’s Circles
and activities continue as well. Check all of these and more out as have a great fall and seek to grow in
our commitment to Christ.

Mike
Presbyterian Pilgrimage
Dates 2019-2020 – If you want
a great 3-day adult event to deepen your knowledge of God’s love
and your personal walk with
Christ, go to a Presbyterian Pilgrimage Retreat for adults. They
are held across the state, with
Camp Dixie just south of Fayetteville, being the closest location.
See Dr. Mike for more info, or go
to www.NCPilgrimage.org.

Mama Bear Apologetics Group for Young Moms & Their Mentors
Amanda Burke has started a new ministry group at our church on Tuesdays from 6:00 to 8:00
PM. This group will focus on equipping Moms to discern the lies of our modern culture and
defend Christian faith with their kids, family, and community. See the picture below for the
scheduled topics. A meal and nursery care will be provided. If you are interested, contact
Amanda Burke at (910) 429-6299. You can join at any time!

JOIN US FOR GREAT YOUTH ADVENTURES IN OCTOBER!
We are having great crowds and lots of new kids join us weekly! Be sure you come out every Sunday from 5:30 to 7:30 for all the great
games, activities, music, Bible discussions, and building friendships. We discussed some of these plans in our last newsletter, but have had
to adjust them due to other events in the life of the church.
Our Youth Ministry Will Split Into Separate Mettings For High School And Middle School – The needs of our 2 age groups are very different, and we need to give each group space to explore issues appropriate for them. Ken Hutchinson has volunteered to coordinate our Middle School Youth, while Gina and I will continue with the Sr. High crew. Everyone will meet at the same time for games and music, but will
separate into different groups for programs and discussions.
High School Group Will Tackle Big Questions Of God, The Bible, Marriage, And Sexuality – These are the big questions in our society today,
and Christianity has definite guidelines about God’s design for this important area of our lives. We will explore God’s plan in depth, and see
how our lives match up in comparison. The thing to remember is we all have something to learn here. Parents of Middle School Youth can
request their teen to participate in these discussion if they want them to. Here’s a rough schedule of what we will cover:
October 13 – The Creation Story – what was God’s original plan and design for humanity? We’ll look at Genesis 1 and 2 to get
the right foundation.
October 20 – Jesus On Marriage – What did the Son of God
teach about marriage, divorce, sexual orientation and
more?

Key Dates To Put On Your Calendar For The Fall And Beyond
October 18 (Friday) – Youth Halloween Lock-In
October 27 (Sunday) – Fall Fest/Trunk-Or-Treat
November??? - Corn Maze Adventure
January 19-21 – ARISE #52 – Great Youth Retreat
February – 15-17 – Winter Youth Retreat In The Mountains

Worship Of God Every Sunday Morning at 11:00 AM!
Don’t forget Sunday School on Sunday mornings at 10 :00 AM

Happy Anniversary

Happy Birthday
Logan Wilkins—10/2
Diane Felmet—10/3
Audrey Smith—10/4
Dr. Mike Armistead—10/6
Paulia Black—10/8
Rachel Correa—10/8
Alvin McArtan—10/10
Charles Eason—10/11
Ansley Lee—10/11
Sydney Capan—10/15
Alex Correa—10/24
Deanne Crowell—10/26
Hazel Clark—10/3
Accidentally left off of September Birthdays were:
Tom Shaw—9/27

Bryan & Liz Chrismon—10/24

Memorials & Honorariums
Memorial:
Helen Turner
Garry & Tracy McArtan
Honorarium from September that was not
printed:

Garry & Tracy McArtan
Evelyn Bordeaux

Gabrielle Akers—9/26
Hilda Butts—9/30

Ms. Margaret Thompson’s 90th Birthday Celebration was held during the End of
Summer Ice Cream Social. The Presbyterian Women hosted the celebration honoring Ms.
Margaret. She and her family were greeted by church family/members and community
friends. What a Blessing it was to share this day with her!

The Presbyterian Women are selling raffle tickets for a Handmade Twin size quilt made
by our very own Stella Akers. Contact Mary Lasater or Peggy Hartung for tickets. The
purchase prices are: 1 for $5.00 or 6 for $25.00. The drawing will be held during our
Veterans Day Luncheon on November 10th. You do not have to be present to win.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR

OCTOBER

“Golden Girls”
Ms. Paulia Black will be 90 years
Golden on October 8th!!

Ms. Audrey Smith turned 95 years
Golden on October 4th!!

Ms. Hazel Clark will be 96 years
Golden on October 31st!!

FAMILY FUN DAY 2019
A HUGE THANK YOU TO EVERYONE THAT MADE THIS DAY POSSIBLE!!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY FALL DATES
Sun. Oct. 27 - FALL FEST/Trunk-OrTreat
Sun. Dec. 1 - Advent Craft Sunday
DON’T FORGET MISS DEBBIE’S GREAT SUNDAY
SCHOOL CLASS EACH
WEEK AT 10:00 AM!

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD IS UNDERWAY - DETAILS AND BOXES ARE
AVAILABLE AT THE CHURCH OR SEE MELANIE TAYLOR

