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Mike’s Minute

SEPTEMBER IS HERE! IT’S TIME TO GET
BACK IN GEAR!
Yes, summer is winding down and school is back in session for another year. That means it is time
to crank up our programs and ministries and start putting our faith in gear. I hope your summer
was great. I had a great week off in the mountains in July, and a week of Study Leave in August,
so I am set and ready to go. (It was also great to not have a lot of funerals in July and August like
the last two years. This year we just had a lot of knee, hip, and ankle surgeries!). I pray that you
are ready to jump in and make this a great fall at Flat Branch as well.
What do we have in slate for
the fall? Our first big event will
be Family Fun Day on Saturday September 14th from 11:00
AM to 2:00 PM. This is a fun
outdoor event for all ages.
Invite your friends, family
neighbors, and strangers at the
store for a wonderful afternoon
of hayrides, fire trucks, tractors, water slides, bouncy
houses, and grilled burgers
and hot dogs. We want to
hang out together and meet new friends and neighbors as we say goodbye to summer and head
into the fall
Many of our ministries and programs will be starting back up soon. Adult Bible Study will dig into a
new book of the Bible on Tuesday nights, Choir practice will resume on ????? , and we hope to
start a new Financial Peace University Class and Mama Bear Apologetics group for mothers of kids
and teenagers – and those who want to support them. Our Youth Fellowship for teenagers will
continue on Sunday nights, and Joy Club for kids will resume this Wednesday at 5:00 for all kids
Pre-K through 6th Grade. Our Sunday School classes will continue for adults, youth and children on
Sunday mornings as well. Women’s Circles and events will be on the schedule as well.
In October we will also celebrate World Communion Sunday on October 6th, Homecoming on Oct.
13th, our annual Youth Halloween Lock-In on Oct. 18th, and finish with Fall Fest/Trunk-Or-Treat on
Sunday October 27th.
In worship I will continue for a while longer with my sermons on the Psalms. “Summer In The
Psalms” will become “September In The Psalsm! At some point we will also cover officer elections
and our stewardship emphasis for the year, which may be in November. I’m sure lots of other fun
and enriching events will pop up as well.
What can you do to grow your faith in Jesus and help grow your church this fall? It’s very simple:
participate with enthusiasm! Show your love for the Lord and for your church family every opportunity you can. Here’s three basic steps to follow: (continued next page)

I will bless
the Lord at all
times;
his praise shall
continually be in
my mouth.
2 My soul makes
its boast in
the Lord;
let the humble
hear and be glad.
3 Oh, magnify
the Lord with me,
and let us exalt
his name together!
4 I sought
the Lord, and he
answered me
and delivered
me from all my
fears.
Psalm 34:1-4

SHOW UP – Be regular in worship, study, fellowship, and service. You need your church family, and your church family needs
you. We build each other up in love! Just as important, new people won’t take your church and commitment to Christ seriously if you as a professing Christian don’t them seriously.
INVITE – Give a personal invitation to your non-churched family members, friends, neighbors, people in line at the grocery store, and anyone you meet. They don’t have to be believers – we’d
love to tell non-believers how they can know Jesus and experience His love. Each of the
events listed above is an open door to welcome new friends into our fellowship. What’s a good
line to use to kick off a discussion? The one we used a couple of years ago is still the best: I
LOVE MY CHURCH! It is totally non-threatening and gets people interested. There are lots of
variations that will do as well: I Love My Sunday School Class, I Love My Bible Study, I Love
My Youth Group, I Love The Joy Club For My Kids, I Love My New Choir Director, I Love My
Preacher, I Love My Friends At Church, and on and on. If you are excited about your faith and
your church family other people will want to hear about it. Another great thing to offer with an
invitation is a ride to worship or an event.
BUILD RELATIONSHIPS – If there is someone new that you don’t know in worship or a class or a program, go up and introduce
yourself and tell them you are glad that they are here. When people visit a new place the thing they need most is a personal
connection and warm welcome.
We obviously have a lot to celebrate and share and do this fall! Make sure you are an eager and regular part of it all. And most
of all, seek the Lord’s love and grace each and every day. “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and He will
flee from you. Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.” (James 4:7-8). Do that every day and you will have the most
blessed and joyful fall ever!

Mike

YOUTH NEWS AND EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER AND BEYOND!
Summer is over! School is back in! It’s time to get everyone back together on a regular basis and build our faith in Jesus and love for each
other! Actually the Youth Fellowship has continued through the summer for those who were around, but we have new and big plans for the
fall. Here’s what’s up.
Youth Fellowship Kicks Off On September 8th – Let’s crank it up with pizza, games, music, and getting your ideas for the coming year. What
are your hopes this school year? What are your faith questions? What would you like to see your Youth Group do?
Our Youth Ministry Will Split Into Separate Mettings For High School And Middle School – The needs of our 2 age groups are very different, and we need to give each group space to explore issues appropriate for them. Ken Hutchinson has volunteered to coordinate our Middle School Youth, while Gina and I will continue with the Sr. High crew. Everyone will meet at the same time for games and music, but will
separate into different groups for programs and discussions.
High School Group Will Tackle Big Questions Of God, The Bible, Marriage, And Sexuality – These are the big questions in our society today,
and Christianity has definite guidelines about God’s design for this important area of our lives. We will explore God’s plan in depth, and see
how our lives match up in comparison. The thing to remember is we all have something to learn here. Parents of Middle School Youth can
request their teen to participate in these discussion if they want them to. Here’s a rough schedule of what we will cover:
September 15 – The Creation Story – what was God’s original plan and design for humanity? We’ll look at Genesis 1 and 2 to
get the right foundation.
September 22 – Jesus On Marriage – What did the Son of God teach about marriage, divorce, sexual orientation and more?
September 29 – The Biblical Vision For Sexuality – How was sex treated by different writers in the Bible? We’ll look at Old
Testament laws and Paul’s teaching in the New Testament
October 6 – Your Body As A Temple Of The Holy Spirit – How to live in God’s will, find forgiveness when you’ve blown it, and
plan for a healthy adult life.
Key Dates To Put On Your Calendar For The Fall And Beyond
September 8 – Youth Kick-Off Party
September 14 (Saturday) – Family Fun Day – Outdoor adventures and games for all!
October 18 (Friday) – Youth Halloween Lock-In
October 27 (Sunday) – Fall Fest/Trunk-Or-Treat
November??? - Corn Maze Adventure
January 19-21 – ARISE #52 – Great Youth Retreat
February – 15-17 – Winter Youth Retreat In The Mountains

Worship Of God Every Sunday Morning at 11:00 AM!
Don’t forget Sunday School on Sunday mornings at 10 :00 AM

Happy Anniversary

Happy Birthday

Robbie & Heather Wilkins—9/6

Luna Butler—9/3
Lauren Bain—9/6
Susan Darroch—9/6

Memorials & Honorariums

Meghan Taylor—9/9

Fred & Frances McArtan

Lloyd Viox—9/9
Marie Wilson—9/15

Reggie & Carol Bain

Crystal Butler—9/19

David W. Salmon

Ella Butler—9/21

Ray & Becky McArtan

Brittany Bass—9/22

Honorariums

Liz Chrismon—9/23

Garry & Tracy McArtan

Billy Lasater—9/27

Evelyn Bordeaux

Tom Shaw—9/27
Hilda Butts—9/30

September:
14th— Family Fun Day @ 11 AM
October:
5th—Fall Church Clean Up.
13th—HOMECOMING
27th—Fall Festival / Trunk-or-Treat
November:
10th—Veterans Day Lunch after Worship
24th—Christmas Decorating after Worship
28th—Thanksgiving Day
December:
1st— 1st Sunday of Advent & Advent Craft’s for Kids
7th—Pres. Women’s Lunch at Ms. Lacey’s
22nd—Christmas Nativity During Worship
24th—CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION & CANDLE
LIGHT SERVICE @ 6 PM.
25TH—CHRISTMAS DAY

Flat Branch Plans To Support The Fayetteville Event
On October 1st In Festival Park At 7:00 PM. Put It
On Your Calendar Now! Keep the other events in
your prayers!
Learn To Express Your Faith At A Billy Graham Christian Life And Witness Course

Joy Club

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY FALL
DATES

Kick-Off Party

Wed. Sept. 4th - Joy Club Kick-Off

is

Sun. Oct. 27 - FALL FEST/Trunk-Or
-Treat

Wednesday,

Sat. Sept 14 - Family Fun Day

Sun. Dec. 1 or 8 - Advent Craft
Sunday
DON’T FORGET MISS
DEBBIE’S GREAT
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
EACH WEEK AT 10:00 AM!

Contact Us
Mi n i s t e r :
R e v . D r . Mi c h a e l W.
Armistead
8 4 3 - 3 6 8 - 0 6 5 5 Past o r Ce l l P h o n e

C h u r c h Of f i c e :
910- 893- 8578
F ax: 9 1 0 - 8 9 3 - 8 5 2 5
Email:
f latbranchp r e s c h @e m b a r q m a i l . c o m

We b s i t e :

www. f latbranchpc
. o rg
Check us o ut o n
F acebo o k to o !
Of f i c e H o u r s
Mo n d a y - F r i d a y
1 1 : 0 0 A M- 2 : 0 0 P M

NEEDED :
“Nursery Workers”
OPERATI ON CHRI STMAS CHI LD I S UNDERWAY DETAI L S AND BOXES ARE AVAI L ABL E AT THE
CHURCH OR SEE MEL ANI E TAYL OR

Chur ch S t a f f
Secretary - L isa
Bass
Or g a n i s t - T o m m y
Shaw
P i an is t - Car o l y n
Shaw
D i r e c t o r o f Mu s i c –
Chr i s Ho l m es
Bo o kkeeper - Sue
Do y l e
Cus t o dia n - P eg g y
Ha m il t o n
Gr o u n d s k e e p e r Dewa y n e L ee
T reasurer Ro b er ta K ei thley

