
FLAT BRANCH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NEWSLETTER 

130 Darroch Rd., Bunnlevel, NC 28323         910-893-8578                      December 2020 

What does Christmas mean to you today? As we think back to Bethlehem—the birthplace of Christ, the city of the 
King, the city of royalty, the city where David was born and grew up—we must notice some of the people who were 
involved in the Christmas story. 

Too little attention, I think, is given to Joseph. He is called a “just man,” which means he totally obeyed the will of 
God. That term also carries with it the meaning of sympathy and kindness and indicates his devotion to God and 
to Mary. Joseph was engaged to be married to Mary. To be engaged in that time was legally about the same as be-
ing married. When Joseph found that his wife-to-be was with child, he could have called her ugly names. He could 
have exposed her “infidelity” to the public. But he didn’t, because an angel came to him in a dream and told him, 
“Do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she 
will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 
1:20-21). What faith it took on Joseph’s part to believe and to trust! 

And then notice Mary herself. She was young, probably not more than 16 years of age. She was a young woman of 
tremendous faith. The announcement that she would bear a child was made by Gabriel, the herald of God: 
“Blessed are you among women. … You have found favor with God” (Luke 1:28, 30). 

What kind of favor did she find? What were the results? Many of us would be reluctant today to claim that favor. 
She would go on a long and wearing journey to a small town. The pains of childbirth would come upon her in a 
stable. Then there would be the long trip to Egypt, the return to Nazareth, long years of obscurity and perhaps 
poverty. And she would see her Son crucified on a Roman cross. That was her calling; that was the favor of God 
upon Mary. 

Some of you who are suffering, could it be a favor from God? Maybe this Christmas you are suffering the loss of a 
loved one, the end of a courtship that broke your heart, financial reverses. It may be something that has happened 
at school. Whatever it is, it may be the favor of God in your life, because God is sovereign, and nothing happens to 
a believer by accident. When disappointments and heartbreaks come, that could be the favor of God—a stepping-
stone to a greater involvement with Christ and a great surrender to Him. God’s favor for a person or a nation may 
be bestowed not by affluence but in challenge, when faith is put to a costly test. 

Notice the angels and their gladness. We are told by our Lord, in the three marvelous stories reported in Luke 15, 
that the angels in Heaven rejoice over one sinner who repents. One person coming to Christ can cause the angels 
to rejoice as they did the day that Jesus was born. 

Notice the shepherds. At first, they were afraid. They saw a bright light and heard the angels, and they were afraid. 
The first thing the angel said to them was, “Do not be afraid” (Luke 2:10). Four times in the Christmas story we 
read, “Do not be afraid.” 

Our world is trembling with fear today. I don’t know a leader with whom I have talked this year who doesn’t trem-
ble when he sees what possibly lies just ahead. When we travel in different parts of the world and talk with world 
leaders, we feel the fear and sense it. 
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If ever there was a moment to say, “Fear not! God reigns! God is sovereign! God has a plan,” it is now! Look at the 
43rd chapter of Isaiah, where God says, “I formed you. I made you. I redeemed you. Fear not! I will be with you 
through the waters. I will be with you in the times of trouble” (Cf. Isaiah 43:1-2). Whether it is our personal lives or 
our national lives, He will be with us. 

On that first Christmas almost 2,000 years ago, the world experienced three phenomena: 

First, the star. Many stars shone in the sky, but none like this one. This one shone with aura and brilliance! It was as 
though God had taken a lamp from the ceiling of heaven and hung it in the dark sky over a troubled world. 

Second, a new song in the air. A world that had lost its song learned to sing again. With the coming of God in the 
flesh, hope sprang in the hearts of people. Led by angelic beings, the world took up the refrain, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” (Luke 2:14). 

And third, the good news—the Good News that at last a Savior had come to save men and women from sin: “You 
shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). Jesus was the central theme of 
that first Christmas. The star, the song, the gifts, the kneeling, the joy, the hope, the excitement—all were because of 
Him. 

God’s star promised peace to the world if we will believe and trust Him. But, having rejected Jesus Christ, the Prince 
of Peace, we have no peace in the world. Too often our synthetic stars bring only fear, anxiety and even more war. 

“There is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11), says the Scriptures. 
Heaven and earth joined together! God and mankind reconciled. Hope for the hopeless; pardon for the guilty; for-
giveness for the conscience-stricken; peace for those who knew no peace; all good news for those who have had noth-
ing but bad news! 

We must share what God has given us. Christmas carries with it the idea of sharing with others. And the greatest 
need that the world has is that we share our love. There is no law anywhere in the world which says you can’t love the 
person whom you work with or live beside, or someone of another race—and to love so much that you give. Love is 
not a passive word but an active word. Most people are looking for a little bit of love—true love. 

What does Christmas mean to you? This Christmas, let it mean the birth of the Person of Jesus. He didn’t come just 
to be born; He came to die. His death was planned before the foundation of the world. This was the message of the 
first Christmas night: “You shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). 

When he was dying on that cross, God laid upon Him your sins and mine. Because of that cross and the glorious res-
urrection, God can say to us today, “I forgive you.” 

The Prophet Isaiah said, “‘His name shall be called Immanuel’ (which means, God with us)” (Cf. Isaiah 7:14; Mat-
thew 1:23). God revealed in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus a reconciling love that rescues us from separa-
tion and loneliness. 

At this Christmas season, you can be assured that Jesus Christ is here. He is here to give us hope, to forgive our sins, 
to give us a new song, to impart faith and to heal our spiritual wounds, if only we will let Him. You can go to bed to-
night and know that your sins are forgiven and that you are ready to meet God. 

Jesus died for us, and we are going to die, too. We are going to die either without Christ or with Christ. We are going 
to go either to hell or to Heaven. 

Jesus said that there are two roads from which to choose, the broad road or the narrow road; that there are two mas-

ters from which to choose, self or Christ. And it is up to us to make the choice. God has given us that marvelous abil-

ity to choose. May God help you to choose Jesus Christ.  



FBCPC COMMITTEE CORNER 

Transitional Pastor Search Committee  

Our Transitional Pastor search is currently posted to the job board on the ECO website.  

Please be in prayer as we search for the pastor that God already has planned for us. 

 

Christian Education 

Mrs. Debbie continues to work diligently each week to prepare bags for her students, with their Sunday School 

lessons and other goodies.  The Adult Class continues to study their provided Sunday School lesson from home. 

 

Worship & Music 

We are still worshipping in the sanctuary with social distancing, wearing of masks observed.  Those who do not 

feel comfortable worshipping in the sanctuary yet can park on church grounds and tune in 92.7 FM to listen on 
their radios.   

 

Adult choir practice will be on Tuesdays, 6:00 p.m., through December 22.  We would love to have more voices 
(new & old) to join us. 

 

Schedule of pastors through December 27: 
 December 6—Rev. Jake Lawrence 

 December 13—Dr. Meredith Riedel 

 December 20—Rev. Glen Hallead 

 December 24 (Christmas Eve)—Dr. Meredith Riedel 
            December 27—Dr. Meredith Riedel 

 

Veterans Day service was held November 8; no covered dish meal followed the service due to the pandemic. 
 

Stay tuned for special Christmas music, including trumpet & piano duet (Grace Viox & Carolyn Shaw). 

 
We hope to have our annual Christmas Eve communion service (December 24, 6:00 p.m.); will probably use 

prepackaged elements. 



Flat Branch Youth began their Christmas Activities on November 21.   

Several of Flat Branch’s Youth came together for an activity filled with both spiritual sig-
nificance and fun.  The youth began their day by decorating the wonderful gingerbread men 

that Karin Viox had supplied for the occasion.  The participant’s finished products were 
very special and were sent home to be shared with their families.  Their next activity was a 
Lesson on Spiritual significance of the Advent Wreath. The Youth then created their own 
personalized Advent Wreath to carry home so that they could celebrate Advent at home 

with their families.  The day concluded with bubbles outside which brought a smile to eve-
ryone’s face.  We would like to invite all of Flat Branch’s young people to join us for all of 

our Youth Activities.  

The BEST way to 
see  

Christmas 

is through the 
eyes of a child!! 



Happy Birthday 

Shirley Bain—12/2 

Steven Praeger—12/2 

Dewayne Lee—12/3 

Wanda Brown—12/6 

Kelley Hasapis—12/10 

Angelo Hasapis—12/11 

Reggie Bain—12/14 

Chuck Messer—12/14 

Marianna Shaw—12/23 

Kallie Newtown—12/27 

David Rhodes—12/27 

Happy Anniversary 

Jay & Kristina Magyar—12/7 

Steven & Sara Praeger—12/26 

John & Carol Daskal—12/27 

Joe & Roberta Keithley—12/30 

 

MEMORIALS 

 

Kay E. Butler 
Mary Flowers 
 
John C. (Boe) McArtan 
Reggie & Stella Akers 
 

 

 



PRAYER REQUEST 

Our Church Leaders and Our Church Family 

Our Country (and Leaders) for many reason  

Unspoken concerns 

Hugh Bain Family 

Evelyn Beavers Family 

Bert Pitchford, Alex Fux & Laura Viox– Covid 19 

Tony Brown—Pancreatic & Liver Cancer and is currently undergoing treatments 

Lisa Bass– upcoming back surgery 

Brittany Bass—expecting a baby boy in February 2021 

Sara and Steven Praeger– recovery and treatment 

David Rhodes– David  is deployed to the horn of Africa   

All that are battling Cancer. 

Everyone battling Covid -19, the caregivers, and the families of those who lost loved one to this disease. 

Those who are struggling financially, physically and mentally due to the shutdowns and life in general. 

The  ones suffering from natural disasters, and those working to help others. 

The needs are many and these are the ones that we’re aware of at this time. Please feel free to contact us by the church phone, email or Facebook 

should you have a specific request. 

 

From your  

Session and Staff  

at Flat Branch Covenant Presbyterian Church  

We wish you:  

A Very Merry Christmas and  

All the Blessings for a Happy New Year!! 




