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Spiritual Spring Cleaning
When spring arrives, more sunlight brightens your home as the days grow longer, and fresh
air blows in once the temperatures warm up enough to open your windows. But all the light
and fresh air reveal what you may not have noticed during the dark, cold days of winter:
Your house is a mess. It’s not fun to see the clutter and dirt that needs to be cleaned up
around your house, but the more light and air that flow in, the more motivated you are to do
some spring cleaning.
Spring cleaning can be more than just a chore, however. It can actually be exciting if you use
the time to start cleaning up something far greater than your house: your soul. The closer
you get to Jesus – the Light of the world – and the more you invite the Holy Spirit to blow the
fresh air of His love into your life, the more you become aware of how messy your soul has
become. Thankfully, there’s no sin too messy for God to clean up when you follow His divine
cleaning plan of confession, repentance, and reconciliation.
So while you’re spring cleaning your house, invite God to clean your soul. Here’s how:
Eliminate clutter. Get rid of distractions that block your intimacy with God. Take an honest
look at what might be interfering with making your relationship with God your top priority. Are you devoting more time and energy to working, watching TV, shopping, playing
sports, socializing with friends, pursuing a hobby, or something else than you’re devoting to
time with God? How much time are you really spending doing activities that nurture your
connection with God, such as praying; participating in church; and reading, studying, and
meditating on the Bible? Are frazzled thoughts cluttering your inner life, or are you making
time regularly for quiet reflection, and asking the Holy Spirit to renew your mind? Eliminate
clutter in your schedule and your mind to create space to focus on what’s truly important.
Scrub away dirt and disinfect. Cleanse dirty attitudes and behaviors and purify your
soul. What kinds of filthy attitudes are lurking in your soul? Are you harboring bitterness
against people who have hurt you? Do you entertain judgmental thoughts about people you
don’t like? Are you infected with anger, fear, or selfishness? How do impure behaviors affect
your life? Are you struggling with a bad habit or even an addiction that causes trouble
whenever it rears its ugly head? Pray about each dirty attitude and behavior, asking God to
help you clean up each specific one. Whenever negative thoughts enter your mind, purposefully replace them with positive ones that reflect biblical truth. Whenever you’re tempted to
slide back into a bad behavior, pray for God to empower you to resist and overcome temptation.
Vacuum. Suck up everyday annoyances and persistent resentments that will stain your soul
if you let them accumulate. Keep short accounts with people rather than letting issues between you pile up and spill over into dirty arguments. Ask God to help you learn how to deal
well with difficult people and those whose personalities differ significantly from
yours. Whenever people offend you in minor ways, be willing to let the issues go. Whenever people offend you in major ways, be willing to forgive them and reconcile if possible. Remember that God expects you to forgive others since He has forgiven you. Trust Him to empower you through each step in the forgiveness process. Do all you can to live at peace with
others and resolve conflicts quickly and wisely.

Romans 12:2 (NIV)
2 Do

not conform
to the pattern of
this world, but be
transformed by
the renewing of
your mind. Then
you will be able
to test and approve what God’s
will is—his good,
pleasing and perfect will.

Dust. Wipe away vestiges of the past that are hindering you from moving into the future with confidence. Ask God to show
you ways you need healing from past traumas and losses. Then patiently work through the healing process as God leads you,
from prayer and journaling to support groups and counseling. Expect that each time you deal with one layer of dust from your
past, you can see a bit more clearly as you move into the future.
Polish. Make your relationships shine by serving others as God leads you. Be creative about figuring out how often you can
bless others through your words and actions. Remember that even a brief encouraging comment or small act of kindness can
make a significant, positive difference in someone’s life. Every day, look for opportunities to encourage or help the people with
whom you come into contact. Be willing to commit to longer-term service (such as volunteering for special projects) when you
sense God calling you to do so.
Organize. Rearrange your life so you can dream new dreams. Clear out your own agenda and invite God to show you His
dreams for your life. Then build your decisions for how to use your resources (time, energy, talent, money, etc.) around pursuing those dreams, so you can focus on what’s important without being sidetracked by what’s urgent. Set specific and measurable goals to help you move closer to fulfilling God’s dreams for you. Check your progress regularly, and make whatever adjustments you need to make to keep your life organized well.
Copyright © 2020, Crosswalk.com. April 17, 2008

Sadly on February 18th we lost our oldest male
member, a dear brother & friend Ishmael
McDonald. He was a lifetime member of Flat
Branch and served the church in many capacities through the years. He touched many lives
in his years of service to our church and several
other churches. He lived with a great faith
and joy radiated from him when you were in conversation with him.
Farewell our precious friend.
Until we all meet again…...

Session
In our February monthly meeting the 2020 budget was approved. We streamlined some items as we rebuild our programs and
look forward towards Gods vision for our church.
A generous bequest from the Catherine McArtan Barnes estate was received and deposited into the Active Cemetery Fund
that maintains our cemetery.
An anonymous member has donated a very generous gift of an upgraded security system. “Thank You” for your kindness and
donation.
The ECO Ministry Partnership Team (MPT) was given our Church Profile so that we can proceed with our application for a Transitional Pastor to lead us as we move forward in our search for a new pastor. This will be a part-time position until our offerings
improve. It is our hope that this will become a full-time position in the near future.

Property
Renovations of the damage caused by Hurricane Florence are approximately halfway complete. The painting of the sanctuary is
almost complete. The asbestos abatement is now complete and the new tile can be laid in the old choir room and in the basement.
We would like to give a huge Thank You to Shaw Construction for generously pausing their repair work and setting everything
back in place for us so that the funeral of Ishmeal McDonald could be held in the sanctuary on 2/22/20.

Christian Education
Plans are well underway for the Easter Egg Hunt on April 4th. Their goal is to teach the children about the real reason for the
Easter season. They will navigate through different stations of Christ journey prior to the egg hunt and lunch. You can assist by
volunteering to guide the children to the various stations. Donations of candy and plastic eggs are requested for this event. Donations can be left in the kitchen.

Vacation Bible School is also gearing up and is scheduled for June 14th—17th! VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to teach, decorate and
help out with the meals. There will not be an adult class this year.

Worship & Music
March worship services will be conducted by Chaplain/Capt. Jake Lawrence on March 1st, 15th and 29th. Rev. Bill Altman (retired Union
Methodist minister) will be in the pulpit on March 8th. March 22nd is still to be determined at this time.
An Easter cantata (“An Easter Celebration”) by the adult choir is scheduled to be presented on Palm Sunday, April 5th, during the morning
worship service.
Adult choir practice is held on Thursday evenings at 6:00 PM and at 10:30 AM on Sundays. There is plenty of room for old and new voices!

Recreation and Activities
The next Fellowship to Go dinner will be March 13th at 6:00 PM at the Rainbow Restaurant on Ramsey St. in Fayetteville. If you
plan to enjoy the casual fellowship meal with us please let Lisa Bass, church secretary, know by March 11th. You may call the
office at 910-893-8578 (please leave a message if the office is closed) or you can email the church office at flatbranchpresch@embarqmail.com. We are just trying to give the restaurant an approx. head count, so if you don’t get your name in please
don’t let that keep you from attending if you’re able. :)
The annual Senior Citizens Luncheon will be held on March 28th at 12 noon. Please put the word out so that our local Senior
Citizens can come and enjoy a afternoon of good food and fun fellowship.

Attention: Senior Citizens
PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR
ANNUAL SENIOR CITIZEN LUNCHEON
Location:

Flat Branch Presbyterian Church
130 Darroch Rd.
Bunnlevel, NC 28323
Date:
Time:

March 28th, 2020
12:00 PM

Joy Club is having a busy February with their double Valentine celebrations and their fundraising efforts on behalf of World Vision. On February 9, Joy Club Members visited several members of the Flat Branch community to deliver Valentine Cards and smiles. The group’s first
stop was Domino’s Pizza where the young people and several parents enjoyed a pizza lunch and good fellowship. After the lunch, we visited the Emerald Health and Rehabilitation Center where Mrs. Rebecca Trent, who is an Occupational Therapist at Emerald, helped guide the
children through the facility. The children met many of the residents and delivered their handmade Valentines and good wishes as they
went. Their next stop was Universal Healthcare/Lillington where the Joy Club was able to meet and speak with Imogene Holmes, a longtime member of the Flat Branch family. Their next visit was to Flora Weeks who is a resident at Oak Hill Assisted Living. While at this facility
and at several others, the children sang “Jesus Loves Me” for the residents. Later, the children visited several other shut- ins in small
groups. These visits included Paulia Black and Margaret Thompson. It was wonderful to watch the young people pay their respects and
offer their love to these elders.

On February 23, the Joy Club ran their second Valentine Celebration of the year. The young people and several parents helped to turn the
Fellowship Hall into One Fun Spot. Apple McArtan filled the hall with music, and we all enjoyed karaoke throughout the afternoon. Pizza
was served, and Valentines were decorated and exchanged. C rystal Butler generously created a photo booth and supplied fun costumes for
the young people to wear as we all commemorated the day with pictures. Meanwhile, other games were enjoyed and small prizes awarded which provided other mementos of the day. Every one of us who is a part of the Children and Youth Program at Flat Branch would like
to thank all the parents and young people who joined us to make this day a success.
On Ash Wednesday, February 26, the Church sponsored the Annual Pancake Supper to mark the beginning of the Lenten Season. The Joy
Club is very grateful that the Session voted to make World Vision the recipient of the proceeds of this event. It is a wonderfully generous
gesture for this good cause. Thank you.
A reminder that the Church is seeking donations of plastic eggs and small individually wrapped Easter candies with which to fill them. The
eggs will be used during the Easter Egg Hunt on April 4th.
In conclusion, I would like to remind parents and students alike that Sunday School for All Ages is held at 10 AM on Sundays. Whether you
would like to strengthen your belief by examining the texts that support and inform it, or you are the parent of a child or children whom
you would like to watch grow up within the Church, its teachings, and its Holy Texts, please join us at Sunday School.

Happy Birthday
Ashton Lee Weaver—3/3
Charles Smith—3/3
Hank Blanton, Jr.—3/4
Gary Cook—3/6
Holt Felmet—3/8
Garry McArtan—3/12
John Midgett—3/29
Monnie Smith—3/29
Clara McDonald—3/31

MEMORIALS
Catherine M. Barnes
Flat Branch Presbyterian Women (2019)
Joe Bordeaux
Evelyn Bordeaux
Martha (“Susie Q”) T. Cox
Reggie & Carol Bain
Flat Branch Presbyterian Women

Peggy Hartung
Carolyn Shaw
Anthony (Tony) Hendrick
Flat Branch Presbyterian Women (2019)

Happy Anniversary
Jay & Danielle Rice—3/1

Alvin & Charlotte McArtan—3/14
Lloyd & Karin Viox—3/15
Bobby & Brenda Wilson—3/25

Ishmael McDonald
Reggie & Carol Bain
Holt & Diane Felmet

Flat Branch Presbyterian Women
Ray & Becky McArtan
Carolyn Shaw
Charles & Monnie Smith
Betty Wilder
Helen M. Stewart
Flat Branch Presbyterian Women (2019)

Curtis R. Temple
ARM Landscaping
J. Darrell Temple
ARM Landscaping

Flat Branch Covenant Presbyterian Church 2020 Budget

2019

2020

Utilities
Duke Power
Century Link/Phone
Harnett Water
Farmers/oil

$
$
$
$

8,000.00
2,400.00
250.00
5,000.00

$
$
$
$

8,000.00
2,700.00
250.00
5,000.00

Office Supplies
Church Trax Program
Copier Supplies
Copier Service Contract
Repairs/Maint
Misc Expense
Postage

$
$
$
$
$
$

250.00
725.00
2,000.00
800.00
500.00
900.00

$
$
$
$
$
$

250.00
725.00
1,000.00
800.00
500.00
450.00

Insurance
Farm Bureau LH0807543
Farm Bureau WC0233437
Farm Bureau BAP2908171
Farm Bureau UMB0042478

$
$
$
$

2,300.00
1,015.00
573.00
918.00

$
$
$
$

2,300.00
1,015.00
573.00
918.00

Pastor's Expense
Salary
Housing
Pension
Major Medical
SDeath benefits
Proj Reimburse/Veh
Major Medical Ded
SECA FICA 6.2%
SECA ER Medicare 1.45%
Pastor Educ & Book Fund

$ 37,000.00 $ 40,000.00
$ 29,000.00
$ 7,260.00
$ 10,380.00
$
397.00
$ 4,000.00
$
500.00
$ 4,092.00
$
957.00
$ 2,200.00

Presbytery Events
Travel for ECO

$

Salaries/ Staff
Secretary
Bookkeeper
Custodian
Grounds Keeper
Supply Pastor 52 wks(max)
Piano/Organist
Choir Director

$ 8,640.00
$ 6,000.00
$ 6,000.00
$ 4,300.00
$
750.00
$
150.00
$ 12,000.00

300.00 $

200.00

$ 9,360.00
$ 6,000.00
$ 6,000.00
$ 4,300.00
$ 4,000.00
$
150.00
$ 14,400.00

Employer Expense
FICA
Medicare
State

$
$
$

2,025.00 $
475.00 $
- $

2,100.00
500.00
-

Property Maint/custodial/grounds supply
Custodian supply
Grounds Keeper Supply
Building Maint
Veh Exp/Gas (Van)

$
$
$
$

100.00
400.00
4,000.00
700.00

$
$
$
$

100.00
400.00
2,000.00
700.00

$
$
$
$

400.00
250.00
25.00
25.00

$
$
$
$
$
$

400.00
250.00
600.00
3,500.00

Worship & Music
Supplies & Repairs
Musical Inst Maint
Music
Cont Ed
Flowers
Cantata/spec services
Sound System
Copy right/music license

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

450.00
600.00
350.00
250.00
2,568.00
300.00
250.00
250.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

450.00
600.00
350.00
2,568.00
250.00
-

Christian Education
Sunday School Lit
Advent
Presby Educ Books
Bible Study
Youth Groups/teens
Camps/retreats/mission
Graduates
Joy Club
Easter Children's Event
VBS program
Bible School other exp

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

200.00
250.00
200.00
100.00
600.00
300.00
200.00
500.00
700.00
1,200.00
1,000.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

300.00
300.00
600.00
150.00
750.00
700.00
1,200.00
1,000.00

Congregational Expense
Fellowship Hall Supply
Program Supply
Breavement Committee
Care
One Call Now
Audit

Mission & Evangelism
Senior Citizens meal
Men's fellowship
Veterans Prog supply
Local Missions
ICG Website ?
Church Prog Advertise
Nursery Worker
Benevolence Budget
Pastor's Discretionary Fund

$
25.00 $
$
25.00 $
$
25.00 $
$
500.00 $
$
375.00 $
375.00
$ 1,000.00 $
$
- $
$ 15,500.00 $ 10,966.00
$
100.00 $
-

Totals

$ 195,775.00 $ 140,000.00

This month’s Newsletter will
be the last to be mailed.
Copies will be available at church at
the beginning of the month and are
also viewable on our Church Web
Page: http://flatbranchpc.org. Shutin’s will continue to receive a copy
by mail. If you are unable to obtain
a copy you may request one to be
mailed to you by contacting Lisa in
the church office at 910-893-8578.

Sandhills Antique Farm Equipment Club, Inc.
is hosting the 12th Annual “Old Timey Farm Days”
March 20th-21st. Location is at the Sandhills Farm
Park 200 Alexander Dr., Lillington and the gates
open at 9 AM. Admission is $5.00, Military $4.00
with ID and children 10 and under are free. For further information you can contact Alvin McArtan at
910-984-4317.

February in review…….

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR
OF THE MONTH!!
Flora Weeks celebrated her 95th Birthday on
February 19th .

