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Message from Rev. Dr. Bond
Dear Church Family,
Ah, the dog days of summer. It is luxurious--when you are in air conditioning! But also, when you are out in the glorious night air or up early, standing in
the sparkling morning light.
Recently I took a Sunday off to enjoy a visit with our oldest son who flew down
from New York before he heads West to see the rest of the family. It has been
so great to show him the beauty of our state. We pointed out the sights, like
“...and right over there is where all thirteen of the women met us.”
As you read this, I am making a turn in the Book of Acts. This month we move
into the mighty ninth chapter of Acts. We will travel the Road to Damascus and
witness the conversion of the great Apostle Paul. At least one message is, God’s
plan will not be stopped by anyone.
It was true then. It is true now. I am so glad to be with you as we discover how
the Lord is speaking to us in our day, on our own Damascus Roads. He is still
reminding us that Christ is Lord of all and that his kingdom moves forward
through our own lives.
That is the continuing story of Acts. On the Sundays of August and beyond, we
will walk through the account of a church finding its mission, even as we continue to do the same.
For this month, and every month, let us keep on praying for those we love who
are facing illness, and continue to love them well. And let us keep praying for
our church as we prepare for the next step on our collective journey of faith.
In Christ,
Pastor Stuart

Romans 12:2
2 Do not conform
to the pattern of
this world, but be
transformed by the
renewing of your
mind. Then you
will be able to test
and approve what
God’s will is—his
good, pleasing and
perfect will.

Rev. Dr. Bond’s Messages for August:
August 8 Acts 8: 26-40 - God the Arranger
We see the amazing set of circumstances that gets Phillip his audience with the Ethiopian. In one fail
swoop, we move from Samaria to the ends of the earth. All the while, God takes care of the details.
August 15 Acts 9: 1-9 - When we Finally See Who we Are
The great Apostle was once a fire-breathing zealot. But a funny thing happened on the Road to Damascus. He was blinded. And, for once, he saw himself.
August 22 Acts 9: 10-19 - A Call to Ministry Like No Other
Annanias is asked to risk his life in service. Paul discovers what his life in service to God will entail. And
each of us needs to consider again what it means to be be called.
August 29 Acts 9: 20-31 - When it’s Hard to Fit In
Paul returns to Jerusalem, and no one trusts who he has become. No one will trust us to live out what we
believe, either, until they see us stand by that belief.

FBCPC COMMITTEE CORNER
Worship & Music
Choir practice will resume on August 5th at 6 PM. The Worship & Music Committee meeting will follow at
7 PM that same evening.
New & old voices are always welcome and encouraged to join the choir.

Christian Education/Youth Committee: :
Great News!! The Adult Sunday School Class will resume on Sept 12th at 10:00 AM and
will be taught by Mary Flowers. Children and Youth Sunday School Class is in full
swing every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM with Ms. Debbie!
We are starting a new and improved Sarah Circle . It will begin on Tuesday September 14th at 10:00 AM, we
will meet in the Fellowship Hall as we have done previously. This is open to any age of ladies that would like
to attend. Please contact Mary Lasater or Mary Flowers and let them know if you plan to attend.
A Confirmation Class will be held at 10:00 AM on Sunday, Sept 12th. Parents of Middle and High School students please contact Dr. Bond or Melanie Underhill to register your child for this special class preparing them
to understand their faith and growth into church membership.
We will have our Annual Blessing of the Backpacks during Worship service on August
22nd. The service will be followed by a Hot Dog lunch and of course we will have our annual ice cream sundaes for dessert. Everyone is welcome to stay for lunch to show support
to the Students and School Faculty Members for their upcoming school year.

Operation Christmas Child is right around the corner. Be
on lookout and start gathering supplies while things are on
sale. OCC needs a lot of school type supplies that should be
marked down this month! More information on boxes and
dates will come soon.

Happy Birthday
Sean Capan—8/1
Apple McArtan—8/2
Roberta Keithley—8/12

Happy Anniversary
Lacy & Ann Taylor—8/4
(59 years!)
Robert & Janice Taylor—8/19

Raelynn Rice—8/16
Yves Akam—8/18
Kim Leach—8/20

Shelia Gifford—8/24
Kim Lee—8/24
Lisa Bass—8/27
Logan Hadding—8/28
Brooklyn MacKenzie—8/28
Stuart Bond—8/30

Caroline MacKenzie—8/30
Susan Doyle—8/31
Robert Taylor—8/31

Memorials
Phil Bain
Betty Bain

Roger Bain
Betty Bain
Edward Cooper III (Ed)
Mary Lasater
Alvin & Charlotte McArtan
Carolyn Shaw

Ann M. Stafford
Alvin & Charlotte McArtan

Honorariums
Hazel W. Clark
Tony & Wanda Brown

Presbyterian Women News
On July 14th, eleven of our Presbyterian Women took a trip to Calabash and enjoyed lunch with Dr. Stuart
and Cindy Bond at Capt. Nance’s Seafood. We then went over to Ocean Isle Beach to put our feet in the sand,
toes in the water and took the opportunity to use the beautiful background for some great pictures! We then
traveled to Dr. Stuart and Cindy’s lovely home for a cool down and great refreshments before we loaded up
and traveled back to Harnett County. It was a wonderful day of fellowship, full of love, laughter and beautiful memories made! (photo’s posted on the “July in Review” page)

PRAYER REQUEST
Our Transitional Pastor, Church Leaders and Church Family
Our Country (and Leaders) for many reason
Our Military Personnel & Emergency Services
Unspoken concerns
The Ed Cooper Family (Karin Viox’s father)

Peggy Hartung— upcoming surgery
Charlotte McArtan—Knee pain
Lisa Bass—Back issues
Tammy Wilson—Cancer
Ruth Ann Thomas—Illness
Brad Akers—Surgery August 23rd
Tony Brown—Pancreatic Cancer and is currently undergoing treatments
Laurie Blanton—Breast Cancer
Sara and Steven Praeger– recovery and treatment
Carmen Gobern
Bill and Marion Thomas
Shut-in’s who are alone and lonely.
Those who are struggling financially, physically and mentally .

Those doing Mission work spreading the Gospel of Jesus.
The needs are many and these are the ones that we’re aware of at this time. Please feel free to contact us by the church phone, email ,
website or Facebook should you have a specific request.

Praise Reports:
Nancy Smith does not have to have any stints placed and is doing well!
Carol Bain is on the mend from her heat exhaustion episode!
Bransyn Crawford now weighs 15.3 lbs!

July in Review…….

