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Message from Rev. Dr. Bond:
Caring for a New Pastor
It could be that a new pastor will be with you soon. How can you do your best to
have a new pastor enter into the life of the church? I’ve been that new pastor several
times (eight, to be exact). As I think of it, here are four things that could make that
early transition to the church smoother:
1. Make an appointment to see him. If “appointment” is too formal, tell him you
want to take him to lunch or show him your favorite place for coffee. And
when you two (or three if you are a couple or invite another friend) get together, ask him about his life and tell him about yours. And then, when your time
together is over, tell him that you want to check in again in six months.
2. Let him know when he does something you like. We tend to just let things go
without saying what we appreciate. Look for ways to encourage him, especially in the first two years. Send him a note, tell him the sermon wasn’t half
bad–give positive feedback whenever you can.
3. When he does something, you don’t like, sit on it. For a week or so. Let
yourself cool off, and don’t talk to anyone else about it. Then get that other
coffee you said you would take him for to have a good conversation with plenty of good things, but that thing you didn’t like–tell him what you heard (you
might have heard it wrong, by the way), and why it hit you wrong. I’ll bet he
will rise to the occasion.
4. Encourage his spouse. For some, that is a position they aren’t sure they are
good at. Help her to be good at it. Do everything I said in 1-3.
I guess what I’m saying is, step up and let them know you care. I have no doubt that
good things will happen for this church–it is a great body of folks! It will only become stronger if you help your new pastor get a good start.
In Christ,
Pastor Stuart

Rev. Tom Cox will be with us again on September 11th.
He has provided us with the outline of his upcoming message:
Title- Walk This Way: THE WORTHY WALK
Text- Ephesians 4:1-16
Additional Scripture Readings-- Romans 12:3-8,
1 Corinthians 12:4-11
Benediction- Colossians 1:9-10
Themes- Unity of the Spirit, growing to maturity in Christ/
building up the Body of Christ

Ephesians 4: 11-13
11

So Christ himself gave the
apostles, the
prophets, the
evangelists, the
pastors and
teachers, 12 to
equip his people
for works of service, so that the
body of
Christ may be
built up 13 until
we all reach unity in the faith and
in the knowledge
of the Son of
God and become
mature, attaining
to the whole
measure of the
fullness of Christ.

FBCPC COMMITTEE CORNER
Worship & Music :
Communion was observed during the morning worship service on August 7; next communion observance will
be on World Communion Sunday, October 2.
Choir practice will resume Thursday, September 15, 6:00 p.m. Old and new members are welcome to join!

Homecoming Sunday will be on Sunday, October 9. Covered dish lunch will be served in the fellowship hall
following the morning worship service.
Next meeting for Worship & Music Committee scheduled for Thursday, September 8, 7:00 p.m.

Stewardship & Finance and Property Committee Report:
The Kids Feeding Kids offerings for June of $71.44 went to the Harnett Food Pantry and the July offering of
$111.46 was distributed to the Buddy Backpack Program.
The combined monthly benevolences were distributed to The Antioch Partners for the Palmer family and their
missionary endeavors and to two young cancer patients.

Presbyterian Women:
The September 22nd trip to the Coast has been set! We will meet at the church at 8:30 and depart shortly after.
We have reservations at Beck’s Seafood in Calabash at 11:30. After lunch we will head to Ocean Isle Beach
for a little time in the Sun and Sand and to view one of God’s beautiful creations! Then we will head to the
Bond’s residence to enjoy some refreshments and time with them before our journey back to Flat Branch. If you
plan to attend this trip and have not signed up on the sheet in the Narthex please contact Mary Lasater to get
your name on the list. Also, if you are willing to drive, please let her know.
On September 30th the Pres. Women will feed the Overhills HS Varsity Football Team prior to their Homecoming Game. The team of approximately 60 members will come to the church for a Lasagna Supper. A signup sheet will be in the Narthex/Entrance. Needed items for the meal are cooked Lasagna, Garlic Bread, and
desserts. More information on preparation and times will be listed in the upcoming bulletins. If you have any
questions, please contact Kristina Magyar.
At our meeting on 8/28 it was decided to have our Annual Christmas Lunch at Western Sizzlin in Dunn on
December 3rd. More information will be provided as time draws near.
We will also begin our preparations to support local children in the community for Christmas.
We’re heading into our busy time of year and hope that all of our ladies will be able to join us for all of our activities!

Happy Birthday
Luna Butler—9/3
Erika Schroeder—9/3
Lauren Bain—9/6
Susan Darroch—9/6
Meghan Taylor—9/9
Lloyd Viox—9/9
Marie Wilson—9/15
Crystal Butler—9/19
Ella Butler—9/21
Brittany Bass—9/22
Gabbie Akers—9/26
Billy Lasater—9/27
Tom Shaw—9/27
Hilda Butts—9/30

Memorials
Paulia C. Black
Garry & Tracy McArtan
Tony A. Brown
Wanda Brown
Craig Dear
Reggie & Carol Bain
Carolyn Shaw
John (Boe) McArtan
Evelyn Bordeaux
Bennie Stone
Jo Stone-Ash

Welcome our Newest Member
Mason Parker

Prayer Request
Our Transitional Pastor, Church Leaders and Church Family
Be in prayer for our future Pastor
and for the Pastor Nominating Committee
Our Country (and Leaders) for many reasons
Our Military Personnel & Emergency Services Military
Marie Wilson—illness
Crystal Wilson Kopf—illness

Dr. Meredith Riedel, Cancer and Loss of her Mother
Jeamette Bass– Mass in her lung undergoing further testing.
Brian McArtan—health issues
Andrew Akers—recovery
Betty Bain—Cancer
Paul & Georgette Dempster– illness
Charlotte McArtan– illness

Jean McArtan Brown—Cancer
Bill and Marion Thomas– illness
Tammy Wilson—Cancer
Jason Ray—Cancer
Unspoken concerns
Shut-in’s who are alone and lonely.
Those who are struggling financially, physically, and mentally.

Those doing Mission work spreading the Gospel of Jesus.
The needs are many and these are the ones that we’re aware of currently. Please feel free to contact us by the church phone, email, website, or Facebook should you have a specific request.

Memories
made in
August

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-13

(NIV)

A Time for Everything
3 There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens:
2
a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot,
3
a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build,
4
a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance,
5
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to
refrain from embracing,
6
a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away,
7
a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak,
8
a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.
9
What do workers gain from their toil? 10 I have seen the burden God has laid on
the human race. 11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set
eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end. 12 I know that there is nothing better for people than to be happy and
to do good while they live. 13 That each of them may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all their toil—this is the gift of God.
[a]

