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NEW SERMON SERIES, by Pastor Tom Cox 

THE MEANING OF ... 

From the pulpit starting on January 8th, we’ll examine and explore “The Mean-

ing of Membership.” Preaching through the content of my course for new mem-

bers in our public worship services will enable us to do at least two things: 

1-   It will get us all on the same page! From newcomers to oldie-goldies, we 

will be refreshed from God’s Word and reminded of what it means to be 

a part of a local church and how awesome it is to be numbered among the 

Church worldwide. 

2-   For those regular attenders who are interested in becoming “covenant 

partners” (what ECO calls members) with us at Flat Branch, they will 

gain an understanding of the commitment involved in voluntarily joining 

our local church. 

Here’s a preview of how the sermon series is structured: 

We are Christians! 

We are Reformed. 

We are Presbyterians. 

We are ECO (our denomination: a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyteri-
ans). 

We are FBCPC (Flat Branch Covenant Presbyterian Church). 

If you have questions about The Meaning of Membership, ask Pastor Tom. 

Hebrews 10: 24-25 
 

24 And let us consider 

how to stir up one an-

other to love and good 

works, 25 not neglect-

ing to meet together, 

as is the habit of 

some, but encouraging 

one another, and all 

the more as you 

see the Day drawing 

near. 

 

The New City Catechism  

As a church that holds to Reformed doctrine, Flat Branch employs some of the creeds 
and confessions of the Church to help us profess the Faith. During our 2023 worship 
services, we’ll work through a newer expression of the timeless teachings of the Bible 
together. It’s sort of a cross between the Westminster Shorter Catechism and the Heidel-
berg catechism. Best of all, it’s set up to ask and answer just one question per Lord’s 
Day.  

The New City catechism is available for free online at www.newcitycatechism.com and 
you can also download the free app on your smartphone. Hard copy books and devotion-
als (including a version for kids) are also published, which you may purchase on your 
own, if you like. The New City Catechism was written by Tim and Kathy Keller and Sam 
Shammas of Redeemer Presbyterian Church (PCA) in collaboration with The Gospel Co-
alition and is published by Crossway. 



 WINTER QUARTER BIBLE STUDY  

As we start the new year, we’ll have a series of conversations 

about eternal life with the Lord each Wednesday night at 6:30 PM, 

starting on January 4th. I’m calling this teaching series You Won’t 

Be Bored in Heaven. Many believers think of heaven as a good 

place with an everlasting, gigantic worship service stretching on 

for ages. Others conceive of it as an ethereal place where we’ll for-

ever float around on clouds with harps and halos and wings like 

angels, praising God in song for all eternity. Nice, but kind of bor-

ing after a while, right? 

In contrast, the Scriptures teach us that our experience of heaven 

will not at all be boring. No! Instead the Bible explains that much 

of our experience of eternal life will include relationships and re-

sponsibilities not completely dissimilar to what we know now here 

on earth. In fact, rather than floating around in the sky, the great majority of our experience will be 

on the New Earth. After the Return of Christ and the Day of the Lord, our God will renew the heav-

ens and the earth and we will know a life on earth akin to that of Adam and Eve on earth before the 

fall of man into sin. Along the way, we’ll answer questions about what happens to our bodies after 

death, where our believing loved ones who have “fallen asleep” in Christ are now, and much more. 

Come along for the discussion. Together, let’s explore what God’s Word teaches about the life to 

come in order that we might anticipate Christ’s return with great hope and so that we’ll be excited to 
tell others how they too might know Him. Remember, the truth is that You Won’t Be Bored in Heav-
en. Now, isn’t that something you can look forward to? 



FBCPC COMMITTEE CORNER 

Worship & Music : 

Pastor Tom Cox was installed during the morning worship service Sunday, December 4.  A covered dish 
lunch followed the service. 

 
Our Christmas Cantata, “Breath of Heaven”, was performed by the choir during the morning worship 
service December 11. 

 
Christmas Eve candlelight communion service was held December 24, at 6:00 p.m. 

 
We are planning to reopen the nursery for children ages 5 and under during the morning worship 
service. We will need at least 8 volunteers (to serve in teams of 2). Look for further information soon 

regarding sign up, etc. 
 
No Worship & Music Committee meeting will be held in January.  Next Worship & Music Committee 

meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 9, 2023, 7:00 p.m. 

Finance  & Property Report: 

The November Kids Feeding Kids offering was distributed to Buddy Backpacks. 

Our monthly benevolences were distributed to Samaritan’s Purse for shoebox postage, to support pastor Tom’s 

mission in Sierra Leone and to a person with health needs. 

 

The new LED lights were installed in the fellowship hall, by Rowe Electric.  They are so much brighter. 

Three pine trees were removed from the cemetery side of the sanctuary. While the equipment was here, they 

also cleaned out the gutters on that side of the church. 

Presbyterian Women:  

Our annual PW Christmas Luncheon, held on December 3rd, was a wonderful success as always!  We had a 

fantastic time with 35 women, 2 men and 1 baby attending.  A special “Thank You” is sent to Hazel Clark, Stel-

la Akers and Carolyn Frasier for the crochet,  knitted items and the 3D ornaments.  The 2 eldest Audrey Smith

-98 and Hazel Clark-99 were recognized as well as the youngest attending female, Ms. Gracie Viox.  Ms. 

Audrey Smith was the winner of the Grand Prize that was made and donated by Ms. Hazel Clark. 

This year the PW assisted 2 families for Christmas.  These two families consisted of a total of 7 children who re-

ceived toys, clothes and food gift cards!   

Poinsettias and/or fruit baskets were delivered  to six shut-ins in our community. 

We would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to all of our little elves that worked had to put these programs 

into play and saw them through!  We are truly blessed to have wonderful ladies at FBCPC!   



Prayer Request 

Our Pastor, Church Leaders and Church Family  

Our Country (and Leaders) for many reasons  

Our Military Personnel & Emergency Services 

Tammy Wilson Family 

April Brown Rice– Surgery and recovery 

John Daskal—healing from injury 

Joe Keithley—Illness 

Jeanette Bass—Chemo treatments  

 Yves Akam—Travel Mercies 

Holt Felmet—Recovery from injuries 

Marie Wilson—illness 

Crystal Wilson Kopf—illness  

Paul & Georgette Dempster– illness  

Charlotte McArtan– illness  

Stephanie McArtan Thomas—recovery from surgery 

Jean McArtan Brown—Cancer  

Bill and Marion Thomas– illness  

Jason Ray—Cancer  

Unspoken concerns  

Shut-in’s who are alone and lonely.  

Those who are struggling financially, physically, and mentally.  

Those doing Mission work spreading the Gospel of Jesus.  

 

The needs are many and these are the ones that we’re currently aware of. Please feel free to contact us by the 

 

Hebrews 4:16 
 
 
 
 

16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of 
grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 

time of need. 



Happy Birthday 

Brandy Newtown—1/3 

Betty Darroch—1/6 

Carolyn Frasier—1/7 

Will Butler—1/7 

John Martin Magyar—1/7 

Marie Coleman—1/12 

Laurie Blanton—1/20 

Ashlynn Hendrick—1/22 

Karen Moore—1/23 

Tammy Weihl—1/31 

 

Memorials 

LaVerne Bain 

Vicki B. Wilson 

Robert R. Butler 

Ronnie & Lisa Bass 

Helen S. Harrison 

Jim (Jr.) & Debbie Semple 

Christian Kopf 

Marie Wilson 

Billy Norris 

Evelyn Bordeaux 

Jim (Sr.) & Edna Semple 

Jim (Jr.) & Debbie Semple 

Charles Wilson 

Marie Wilson 

Tammy B. Wilson 

Ronnie & Lisa Bass 

Evelyn Bordeaux 

Honorariums 

Carol K. Bain 

Ronnie & Lisa Bass 

Mary L. Lasater 

Ronnie & Lisa Bass 

Happy Anniversary 

Ronny & Vivian Holmes—1/2 



December 2022 Highlights! 


