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MARCH MISSIONS TRIP,  
by Pastor Tom Cox  
 
With the support of the Flat Branch elders, I 
have the opportunity to make a return trip to 
Sierra Leone this month. I will be in West Africa 
for two weeks.  
 
Please pray for my travel partner, Rev. Nate 
Wilks of Calvary Presbyterian Church in Ra-
leigh. Together we will be teaching the Scrip-
tures and administering the sacraments. With that said, the primary pur-
pose of this particular trip is to ordain and install two men, Hassan and 
Lati, as Ruling Elders of Peace Church in Freetown. They haven’t had an 
ordination service in 20 years! This presbytery currently has no Teaching 
Elders! 
 
For many months now I have been meeting weekly via Zoom with Has-
san, Lati, and other candidates to become elders in the future. We have 
now examined these two brothers on theology, sacraments, church gov-
ernment, and Christian character. It is so exciting to see the Lord raise up 
new leaders in His Church. What a joy it is to minister in this way. Please 
pray for our ministry, travel, and especially for diet and sleep considera-
tions. Thank you for partnering with us to share the gospel and make dis-
ciples. Our God truly is a missionary God! 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

19 Go therefore 
and make disciples 

of all na-
tions, baptizing 

them in[ the name of 
the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all 

that I have command-
ed you. And behold, I 
am with you always, 
to the end of the age.” 

 

 
 
 
 
Men’s Sunday School is doing a brief yet power-
packed study and discussion of The Prodigal God by Presby-
terian Pastor Tim Keller. It’s called the “Prodig-al God” in 
reference to the lavish, prodig-ious love of the Father for 
His people. Join the discussion Sunday mornings at 10 AM.  
See our Director of Music, Chris Holmes, to get a copy of the 
book.  
We are also watching short videos together. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY UPDATE! 
  
Each Wednesday night at 6:30 PM, we meet in the Fellowship Hall to discuss the 
Scriptures. We are nearing the end of our study on the topic of Heaven. In addi-
tion, with Pastor Tom in Africa for a couple of weeks, Ruling Elder Warren Bai-
ley will be teaching Bible Study several Wednesday nights this month. Let’s learn 
the Scriptures together and support and encourage Warren as he leads us. 



FBCPC COMMITTEE CORNER 

Worship & Music : 

Communion was observed during the morning worship service February 5. Our next communion date is 

April 6, Maundy Thursday service, 7:00 p.m. 

Easter Cantata, “Victor’s Crown”, will be performed by the choir during the morning worship service on 

Palm Sunday, April 2. 

Easter Sunday, April 9—sunrise service will be held at 7:00 a.m. at the cairn (weather permitting) with 

breakfast prepared by the men immediately following this service. Regular morning worship service 

celebrating our risen Savior will be held at 11:00 a.m. 

Watch for the date the nursery will be reopened. 

Next Worship & Music Committee meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 9, 2023, 7:00 p.m. 

Finance  & Property Report: 

The Kids Feeding Kids offering of $108.76 was distributed to the Buddy Backpack Program 

which sends backpacks of food home with at-risk children on weekends. 

The monthly benevolences went to assist a family with funeral expenses for their daughter, to 

assist two families with medical/travel expenses and to Samaritan’s Purse for the Turkey 

earthquake project. 

The session approved a motion to reimburse those who signed up to volunteer in the nursery, 

for the required background check. We have already had two ladies go through the process. We 

have forms available in the church office or you may pick one up in the Clerk of Courts office. 

The entire process at the courthouse takes from 10-15 minutes.  

As a reminder, you will not be allowed to take your cellphone inside the courthouse.  

Presbyterian Women:  

The Presbyterian Women met on February 5th to elect the 2023-2024 Officers and Elder nominating com-

mittee member for 2023.  We will hold our Annual Chili Cookoff on March 11th at 6:00 PM.  If you wish to 

make a pot of Chili and did not sign up  it’s OK just have it here by 5:45.  You don’t have to provide Chili to 

attend, just come out for some good food and fellowship and to help decide who the 2023 Winner will be!   

On March 25th we will hold our Annual Senior Citizen Luncheon.  A sign up sheet is in the Narthex to sign up 

with what you plan to prepare for the meal.  Also, we need the assistance of all that are not “Senior Citizens” so 

that our Seniors that put together the event might be able to enjoy this special luncheon! 



Happy Birthday 

Holt Felmet—3/8 

Sara Praeger—3/8 

Garry McArtan—3/12 

Warren Bailey—3/14 

John Midgett—3/29 

Memorials 

 

Catherine M. Barnes 

Evelyn Bordeaux 

Thomas A. Buckner 

Reggie & Carol Bain 

Mary Lasater 

Sara Praeger 

Ken McLamb, Jr. 

Reggie & Carol Bain 

Margaret S. Thompson 

Jo Stone-Ash 

 

Happy Anniversary 

Yves & Mirene Akam—3/8 

Alvin & Charlotte McArtan—3/14  

 (59 years!) 

Lloyd & Karin Viox—3/15 

Bobby & Brenda Wilson—3/25  

 (61 years!) 



Prayer Request 

Our Pastor, Church Leaders and Church Family  

Pray that God will lead someone to teach the Youth Sunday School Class! 

Our Country (and Leaders) for many reasons  

Our Military Personnel & Emergency Services  

Evelyn Bordeaux—Pneumonia (Hospitalized) 

Helen McArtan McDonald—Recovering from surgery 

Nancy Smith—illness 

Mike Wilder—Lymphoma 

Thomas A. Buckner Family (nephew of Carolyn Shaw) 

Bert Van Houten (Mary Lee Comstock’s brother)  - heart issues 

Pastor Tom Cox and Rev. Nate Wilks—Travel Mercies for Africa Mission Trip 

Joe Keithley—Illness  

Jeanette Bass—Cancer  

Yves Akam—Travel Mercies  

Marie Wilson—illness  

Crystal Wilson Kopf—illness  

Paul & Georgette Dempster– illness  

Charlotte McArtan– illness  

Jean McArtan Brown—Cancer  

Bill and Marion Thomas– illness  

Unspoken concerns  

Shut-in’s who are alone and lonely 

 Those who are struggling financially, physically, and mentally.  

Those doing Mission work spreading the Gospel of Jesus throughout to World.  

 

The needs are many and these are the ones that we’re currently aware of. Please feel free to contact us by the church phone, email, 

website, or Facebook should you have a specific request.  

 

 Isaiah 41:10 

 10  fear not, for I am with you; 
be not dismayed, for I am your God; 

I will strengthen you, I will help you, 

I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 



March 17th we will hold a Drive-Thru BBQ Fundraiser. This 

will be by ticket only, so buy some tickets, sell some tickets and 

let’s make this a huge success!  

You can purchase plates for $10.00 that will be served from 

10:30 AM—2 PM. The plate will consist of a chopped BBQ sand-

wich, slaw, a bag of chips, and a dessert. Or you can buy chopped 

BBQ by the pound, and these tickets will sell for $15.00 a pound 

and they will be sold from 11 AM—4 PM.  

UPCOMING EVENTS IN MARCH 
ANNUAL CHILI COOKOFF 

March 11th @ 6:00 PM 

Join us for some good chili, fellowship and help decide who takes the 
title of Flat Branch’s Chili Cookoff Winner! 

2023 Annual Senior Citizens Luncheon 

March 25th 

12:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

Join us for a fun filled time of good food, fellowship and 
fun.  This is a community-based event for Senior Citizens 
so spread the word, bring a friend or neighbor to join us! 



Memories made in February 

Ordination and Installation of the Class of 2025 Elders:  

Marie Coleman, Warren Bailey and Kenneth McArtan on February 12, 2023. 


